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UNIVERSAL MILITARY TRAINING AND 
SERVICE ACT 


The following summary makes no effort to include all the provisions 
of the Act. In the interests of brevity, it has been limited to those 
features of greatest public interest such as registration, induction, 
deferment, exemption, and enlistment. 


REGISTRATION 


Every male citizen, and every other male person, now or hereafter 
in the United States, who is between the ages of 18 and 26 on the 
day fixed for his registration, is required to register. As a matter of 
definition, “between the ages of 18 and 26” refers to persons who have 
attained the eighteeenth anniversary of the day of their birth and 
who have not attained the twenty-sixth anniversary of the day of their 


birth. 


SELECTION OF MEN FOR SERVICE IN THE ARMED FORCES 


Liability for induction 

The minimum age has been reduced from 19 years to 18 years and 6 
months for all male citizens of the United States and all other male 
persons admitted to the United States for permanent residence. All 
other persons who remain in the United States in a status other than 
that of permanent residents for a period exceeding 1 year, except those 
exempt from registration, shall be liable for training and service. 
Persons admitted to the United States other than as permanent 
residents who remain in the United States for more than 1 year may 
request release from training and service, but such a request will debar 
them from citizenship. 

No person may be inducted after he has attained age 26 except that 
persons deferred remain liable for induction until age 35. Physicians 
and dentists, etc., remain liable for induction until age 51. 

No person shall be inducted into the Armed Forces below the age of 
19 by any local board so long as there are available within that local 
board eligible males between the ages of 19 through 25. Availability 
is to be determined by the local board. 


Period of service 

The period of service for persons inducted into the Armed Forces 
is 24 months, an increase of 3 months over the former period of service. 
Persons already inducted for 21 months pursuant to the provisions of 
the 1948 Act are liable for the new period of 24 months. 
Pay and allowances and reemployment rights 

The Act makes no change in existing law governing pay and allow- 
ances for members of the Armed Forces. Reemployment rights are 
extended to any person who subsequent to June 24, 1948, enlists and 
serves for not more than 4 years. These rights are also extended to 
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any person who subsequent to June 24, 1948, enters upon active duty 
(other than for the purpose of determining his physical fitness), 
whether or not voluntarily, in the Armed Forces of the United 
States or the Public Health Service in response to an order or call to 
active duty, if he is relieved from active duty not later than 4 years 
after the date of entering upon active duty or as soon after the 
expiration of such 4 years as he is able to obtain orders relieving him 
from active duty. Provision is also made for reinstatement rights. 
No provision is made for any so-called GI benefits. 


Limitation on overseas assignment 


Every person inducted into the Armed Forces shall be given a period 
of not less than 4 months of training and may not be assigned for duty 
in any installation located on land outside the United States, its 
Territories, or possessions, until after this 4-month period has elapsed. 
In addition, no other member of the Armed Forces who is enlisted, 
appointed, inducted, or ordered to active duty shall be assigned to 
duty at any installation located on land outside the United States, its 
Territories, or possessions, until he has had the equivalent of 4 months 
of basic training. 


Termination of authority to induct men into the Armed Forces 

The authority to induct men into the Armed Forces has been 
extended until July 1, 1955, except with respect to persons deferred 
under the Act. 


Reduction of physical and mental standards 

The physical standards for induction will be those that prevailed 
in January of 1945; the mental standards will be established on the 
basis of a percentile score of 10 on the Armed Forces Qualification 
Test. Prior legislation established the passing requirement for the 
General Classification Test to be fixed at 70 points. This would have 
corresponded to a percentile score of 13 on the presently used AFQT. 
The new mental standards reduce by 3 the present percentile score of 
13, which corresponds to a reduction of from 70 to 65 under the pre- 
vious GCT score. 

UNIVERSAL MILITARY TRAINING 


Initiating induction into the National Security Training Corps 

Induction into the National Security Training Corps may take place 
after (1) a code of conduct has been enacted, (2) death and disability 
benefits for members of the corps have been enacted, (3) the other 
legislative recommendations submitted by the Commission have been 
considered and any portion thereof have been enacted into law, and 
(4) the President or the Congress by the adoption of a concurrent 
resolution has reduced or eliminated the period of service required of 
persons who have not attained their nineteenth birthday. 

Persons who are deferred for any of the reasons Pc emg in the 
law shall not be exempt from their liability for induction into the 
National Security Training Corps merely because they have passed 
their nineteenth birthday. 


Age of induction for UMT 


At such time as induction into the National Security Training Corps 
is authorized, all persons thereafter registered who have not been 
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inducted into the Armed Forces and who have not attained their 
nineteenth birthday shall be liable for induction into the National 
Security Training Corps. Since men are required to register at the 
age of 18, this will permit the induction of men into the National 
Security Training Corps after they have attained their eighteenth 
birthday. There will probably be an average period of approxi- 
mately 3 months between registration, classification, and induction. 
Length of training period under UMT 

Persons inducted into the National Security Training Corps shall 
be liable for a period of 6 months basic military training. 
Pay of members of the National Security Training Corps 

Members of the National Security Training Corps will be paid $30 
per month. Their dependents will be entitled to the benefits of the 
Dependents Assistance Act. 
Overseas assignment of members of the National Security Training 

Corps 

No person inducted into the National Security Training Corps may 
be assigned for training at any installation outside the continental] 
United States except that residents of the Territories and possessions 
of the United States may be trained in the Territory or possession 
from which they were inducted. 


ENLISTMENT AND VOLUNTEERING FOR INDUCTION 


Enlistment in the Regular Army and volunteering for inductions 


Men between the ages of 18 years and 6 months and 26 years shall be 
offered an opportunity to enlist in the Regular Army for a period of 
24 months. Those who so enlist may not have their coleman 
involuntarily extended except in time of war or national emergency. 
Persons between the ages of 18 and 26, and persons between 17 and 18 
(with the consent of their parents), may volunteer for induction 
into the Armed Forces. When inductions into the National Security 
Training Corps are authorized, 17-year-olds may volunteer for induc- 
tion therein with the consent of their parents. 


RESERVE OBLIGATION 


Persons inducted between Jume 24, 1948, and June 19, 1951 

A person inducted or enlisted in the Armed Forces between June 
24, 1948, and June 19, 1951, the effective date of the 1951 Amendments 
to the Universal Military Training and Service Act, is required to 
serve in a reserve component for 5 years unless he serves on active 
duty for 3 years. An individual may shorten that period by satisfac- 
torily traiming with an organized reserve unit for 3 years. 

The provision in the 1948 Act under which an individual com- 
pleting a period of 3 years or more active duty in the Armed Forces 
was no longer liable for reserve service has been retained with respect 
to persons enlisted or inducted prior to June 19, 1951, but will not be 
aoe ve with respect to individuals enlisted or inducted subsequent to 
that date. 
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Persons hereafter enlisted, inducted, or appointed 


Any person entering the Armed Forces or the National Security 
at ln : . ‘ 
Training Corps on or after June 19, 1951, will be required to serve 
a total obligated service period of 8 years. This requirement applies 
to any person inducted, enlisted, or appointed in the Armed Forces, 
or inducted into the National Security Training Corps prior to 
attaining the twenty-sixth anniversary of his birth, unless Such person 
is sooner discharged on grounds of personal hardship. The total 
ope of obligated service includes active duty, training duty in the 
National Security Training Corps, and active or inactive service in the 
reserve components. 


SELECTION PROCEDURES 


There is no important difference in the selection procedures con- 
templated under this act from those which were followed under the 
1948 Act. Quotas are determined for each State, and credit is given 
against these quotas for individuals who are already in the armed 
services, but not for members who are in reserve components and 
not on active duty. 


DEFERMENTS AND EXEMPTIONS 


The following are the criteria for deferment and exemption. The 
application of these criteria to each individual case is a function of the 
local board, acting under rules and regulations prescribed by the 
President. 

Not required to register 

Members of the Armed Forces on active duty, and members of the 
reserve components who are on active duty with the Armed Forces, 
are not required to register. The same applies to members of the 
Coast Guard and the Public Health Service who are on active duty, 
and to certain diplomats, representatives, and technical attachés of 
foreign Embassies who have not been admitted for permanent resi- 
dence. 

Exemption and deferment of certain ex-servicemen 

The provisions in the 1948 Act for the exemption and deferment of 
certain ex-servicemen are retained in the Act. 

Individuals who enlist in the Regular Army for a period of 24 
months under the authority contained in this law are not subject to 
induction after the completion of their enlistments. They are, how- 
ever, required to maintain a reserve status. 

In determining the prior service to which an individual is entitled, 
certain types of service may not be counted in computing the total 
credit. Among these types of service are service in the Military 
Academy, the Naval Academy, Coast Guard Academy, service in the 
Army specialized-training program or its counterpart in the Navy and 
the Air Force, and periods of deferment granted individuals awaiting 
assignment to these courses. 


Deferment of persons in organized units of the reserve components 


Individuals who, on February 1, 1951, were members of organized 
units of the reserve components are deferred so long as they continue 
to be such members and satisfactorily participate in scheduled drills 
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and training periants prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. It will 
be noted in this connection that the term “reserve components” in- 
cludes the National Guard and the Air National Guard. 

Generally speaking, individuals who become members of an organ- 
ized unit of a reserve component subsequent. to the date of enactment 
are not deferred thereby. However, in the case of the National 
Guard, if the governor of the State should proclaim that it is not 
possible to maintain the National Guard of that State at the author- 
ized strength by other means, enlistments of individuals who have 
not yet attained the age of 18 years and 6 months may be accepted 
in the National Guard, with deferment from induction. 


Deferment for ROTC membership 


An individual who is selected for enrollment in or continuance in 
the ROTC, or its counterpart of the Air Force or Navy, or a similar 
program of the Armed Forces, is deferred until his graduation, sub- 
ject, however, to his executing a written agreement to serve for a period 
of 2 years upon completion of his course of instruction. 


Deferment of ministers and ministerial students 


Regular or duly ordained ministers of religion, and students pre- 
paring for the ministry under the direction of recognized churches or 
religious organizations, who are satisfactorily pursuing full-time 
courses of instruction in recognized theological or divinity schools in 
which they have been preenrolled, are exempt from induction but not 
from registration. The law defines the term “regular” and “duly 
ordained” ministers of religion. 


Deferment of certain persons whose occupation is necessary for the 
maintenance of the national health, safety, or interest 


The provisions of the 1948 Act authorizing the deferment of persons 
whose employment in industry, agriculture or other occupations or 
employment, or whose activity in study, research, or medical, scien- 
tific, or other endeavors is found to be necessary to the maintenance of 
the national health, safety or interest, are retained with no substantial 
change. 

Deferment of students 


High-school students will be deferred until they graduate from high 
school or attain the age of 20. 

College students may be deferred until they complete their academic 
year, but if they are deferred to complete an academic year they may 
not thereafter be deferred by statute to complete an academic year. 
No local board may be required to defer any college student based 
upon a Government-sponsored test score or upon the student’s class 
standing. 

Conscientious objectors 

Persons who are found by local boards to be opposed to noncom- 
batant service shall be ordered by their local bokrds. subject to regu- 
lations prescribed by the President, to perform civilian work contrib- 
uting to the maintenance of the national health, safety, or interest for 
a period of 24 months. A conscientious objector’s refusal to perform 
such work will subject him to the penalties of the Act. 
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Exemption is dependent on the cause therefor 


No exemption or deferment may continue after the cause therefor 
ceases to exist. For example, a member of an organized unit of a 
reserve component whose appointment is terminated by reason of 
unsatisfactory service would no longer be eligible for deferment. 


Sole surviving son 


The Act states that the sole surviving son of a family in which the 
other sons or daughters were killed or died in the service shall not be 
inducted. (This provision is the same in the 1948 Act.) 
Deferments of individuals with dependents 

The Act retains the provisions of the 1948 Act authorizing the 
President to defer persons who have children or wives and children, 
or to provide deferment to any or all categories of persons who are in 
a status with respect to persons dependent on them for support which 
renders their deferment advisable. However, if the wife is the only 


dependent, the present law forbids deferment except in cases of ex- 
treme hardship. 


ACTIVE DUTY FOR CERTAIN MEMBERS OF RESERVE COMPONENTS 


Active duty for reservists 


All reservists and retired personnel now or hereafter ordered to 
active duty may be required to serve 24 months. The authority of 
the President to order reservists and retired personnel to active duty 
is extended until July 1, 1953. 

Release of reservists 

Unless sooner released under regulations prescribed by the respec- 
tive Secretaries, any member of the inactive or volunteer reserve 
who served for a period of 12 months or more between December 7, 
1941, and September 2, 1945, shall, upon application, be released to 
inactive duty after he has completed 17 months of active duty since 
June 25, 1950. Such persons shall not thereafter be ordered to active 
duty, without their consent, for a period in excess of 30 days, except 
in time of war or national emergency hereafter declared by the Con- 
gress. However, reservists found by the military departments con- 
cerned to possess a rating or specialty which is critical may be retained 
for the period for which they are ordered to active duty if their release 
prior to the completion of such period of time would impair the effi- 
ciency of the military department concerned. 

This provision applies to officers and enlisted personnel alike. 
Voluntary active duty for enlisted members of the reserve components 

Enlisted members of the National Guard and other reserve com- 
ponents may voluntarily request active duty with the Regular forces 
for a period of 24 months. Their application shall be accepted subject 
to their being physically qualified, provided there is an appropriate 
vacancy for them. 


UNIVERSAL MILITARY TRAINING COMMISSION 


Establishment af Commission and National Security Training Corps 
The Act provides for the establishment of a National Security 
Training Commission to be composed of five members. Three mem- 
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bers shall be civilians and two shall be active or retired members of 
the regular components of any of the Armed Forces. Of the three 
civilian members, not more than two shall be of the same political 
arty. 
The President shall select a chairman from among the civilian mem- 
bers. At such time as the Commission is appointed, a National 
Security Training Corps is established. 


General authority of Commission 


The Act provides that the Commission, subject to the direction 
of the President, shall exercise general supervision over the training 
of the National Security Training Corps and further provides that 
such training shall be basic military training. It authorizes the 
Commission to establish such policies and standards with respect to 
the conduct of the training of members of the corps as are necessary 
to carry out the objectives of the Act. The Secretary of Defense is 
authorized to designate the military departments to carry out the 
training. The military departments so designated shall carry out the 
military training in accordance with the polices and standards estab- 
lished by the Commission. Subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of Defense, and subject to the policies and standards established by 
the Commission, the military departments shall determine the type 
or types of military training to be given to the members of the Na- 
tional Security Training Corps. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Extension of voluntary enlistments 


Presidential authority to extend enlistments in the regular and 
reserve components of the Armed Forces is extended until July 1, 
1953. Thus, all enlistments which expire after July 9, 1951, may be 
extended by the President for 12 cwher og but no person shall have his 
enlistment extended more than once. A prior law authorized the 
extending of all such enlistments which expire between July 27, 1950, 
and July 9, 1951. 


Control over the sale, consumption, possession of, or traffic in, beer, 
wine, or any other intowicating liquors 

The Secretary of Defense is authorized to make such regulations as 
he deems appropriate governing the sale, a possession of, 
or traffic in, alcoholic beverages to or by members of the Armed 
Forces or the National Security Training Corps at or near a camp, 
station, post, or other places primarily occupied by members of the 
Armed Forces or the National Security Training Corps. Any person 
who knowingly violates such regulations may be punished by a fine of 
$1,000 or imprisoned for not more than 12 months or punished under 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice. 


Communicating with Members of Congress 


The Act provides that no member of the Armed Forces will be re- 
stricted from communicating with any Member of Congress. 
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